Low-income housing
set for Wasco, Shafter

Agencies building homes,
apartments each get more
than $6 million in grants
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" Leweincome people in Shafier and
Waseo will have another option for
~ affordable rental housing within the
" nexteouple of years,

" Twoagencies building rental homes
and aparimenis each received more
than 6 million through the Califormia
Department. of Housing and Commu-
ity Developiment.

Tt took neardy three years o get
funding, bl construclion on Las
Rosas Courts in Shafter should begin
by the end of the year, said project
manager Emesto Espinozy Las Hosas
Courts will have 81 rentals for people
- meeling low-income requirements, It
" is hoped construcion can begin by the
end of the sear, hee s,

The rental apariments will be the
first in what the National Farm Worl-
era Service Center, Ine, said is a two-
phase project, Espinoza said, The sec-
ol phase, which does not have astart
date, will consist of about 45 single-
farnily rental homes, he said,

. 'The center has been trying to get

money sinee it bought the 2kacre site
at the southeast comer of Ash and
Birch streets in 2002, Espinoza said,

“It's aredied to fnally get thal project
started,” Bspinogz said.

The center, he said, felt there was a

need for alfordable housing in Shafter.
" ¥ know Lhey've been working on it

Tor acouple of years and hasee been try-
g Lo et fonding,” said Jake Sweeny,
planning  director for the city of
Shafter. "They've been pushing prodly
hard for this project.”

The center already has aconditionad
use pennit, Sweeny said,

Adthongh he did nol. know the city's
need for affordable housing, Sweeny
said, "My assumption is there is aneed
forit”

Becanse a portion of the money is
from the Joe Sema Jro Farmworker
programt, 38 nnits will be set aside for
agricnltural workers, Espinoza said.
The program helps provide housing
for low-income agricullurgd workers,

The rest of the renlals will be for
individuals who eam between 36 and
a0 percent of the areas median
income, Le said,

Corporation for Better 1 lousing has
submitted a preliminary site plan, said
Diennis MeMNarnara, associate planner
for the city of Wasco.

The plan calls for add-lot rental proj-
ectal the corner of Poplar and Fillaom
sireets, he said, Bach lot will hawe 3- or
d-hedroom houses,

“This is a unique concept. These
aren't apariments but houses with Tull
back yards and front yards," MeNama-
rasaid,

And like Las Rosas Courls, Poplar
Village will have 27 renlal houses set
aside for agricullural workers eaming
between Hand 50 percent of the arca’s
median incone.

The cities of Delano and Taft also
received granis.

Judy Nevis, chief depuly divector of
the state Departinent of Housing and
Community Developmend, said the
money, with the exception of the renial
assislance program Taft received, are
grants Lo the eilies, The cities can then
loan the money to families.

The Tenant-Based Renial Assis-
tance Program is a grant. to the cily of
Taft, which then offers rent vonchers
to families in the aren, Nevis said,

Taft will use one of ils grants o
miake home loans topoor Fanilies, said
Pamels Taylor, Taft's prand administra-
tor. Depending om the family’s ability Lo
pay, the money will either be adefermed
loam or grant, Taylor said.

The city has several dilapidated
honses, Mosl were buill belope 197,
she said.

“We will po in and rebuild a new
home and pul them in temporaey
rental housing," Taylor said.

Thee rental assistancd program is an
attempt by the federal govermment o
put cities in control of their Section 8
programs, she said.

The city has a lrge senior citizen
poplation living inrental housing, she
said. If they pay more than 30 pereent.
of their income on rent, the city wanls
to subsidize them, Taylor said.

“The goal is to let them buy medi-
cines aned, ohuony G, by Bood Dor thal.
maonth,” Taylor said. “IU's very exciling
whal we're going to be able (o do for
these families ouk here in Taft.”

Delane officials weren't. available
for comment.
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