The Buzz

Flickering flames

“Affordable housing is a
fige national issue, and
alarms that are increas-
ingly loud are sunmmoning
our attention to the prob-

homelessness. These are
Issues that get incredibly
shart shrift in a plutocra-
oy, They are Democratic
issues. O at least they
were when the Democrats
had some fire."

New York Times columnisty
Bob Herbert on Now, ¥, 2002,
after the Democrats’ poor
clection showing.

Housing
the homeless

Bush proposal is any
artempt 1o produce hous- |
ing. Any serfous attempt
fo address homelessness
hias to include a housing
production program.”
- Donald Whitehead, execu
tive director of the MNational

Coalition for the Homeless,
1See story, page 30)
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Workers Service Censer,
Inc.s Housing and
Economic Development
Fund (HED) has seen
substantial growih in the
last decade. Since 1993
HEDS pontfolio has
grown from abow 245

units of remal howsing 1o

|  Califorma, Anzona, Mew Mexico and Texas. I
| has also developed more than 600 single-fami-
Iv homies
“What we don't see in the Chavez and the
| the center o supplement the unions effons by
helping to address the social and economic
needs of farm laborers. Alth
around since 1966, the
well known as
In recent viears, HED has becom
[ocuzed on developing housing and
drversified, said Manuel Horacio Bemal, execu-

tive vice presicent

Unined Farm Workers (LIFW wion, also

e throwahout the Wea

lerns of hunger and Ihe

anonal Farmnm

more than 2,000 multifamily units in

Farmworker group moves
into new territory

os Angeles — Cesar E. Chavez, best

The come constituents of the Trmwaorker

movenent have been agncultural laborers, bun
' HED decided in the 1990 1o build not only

lelt behind a group that builds allordable hous- Earrrrworker housing, but also housing lor low

income seniors and fami
Yies e kst angl roal =
tings

HED has a cozen
Projects, represenung
abour 1000 wts, mthe
pipeline. Many of the
EFOUPE projects ane
Arranced with low
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ts and teexempl bonds
HED made a bog move in 2002 by

expanding its reach o Texas wnh the acquist-
tion and rehiab of Aguila Oaks, a 346-unir
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UFW leadership lounded

h it has been
certer has never been as
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The group s now workdng on s [irst

constiuction project, The 138-unit Millage @
Meadow Bend i Temple wall be complewed in
the spring

Related Capual Co. and its afliliate PW

LTI Funding have provicled 310, | milbon in debt
and equity to the service center and co-developer
The Encinas Group, Related provided $64 mil-
lore in eguiey for tax credits and PW Funding
provided 33.7 million in debe financing, W

Hispanics face highest level of housing discrimination

iserimination nationwide against

Afncan-Americans seeling 1o rent

has declined 18% since 1989
while remainmg unchanged [or
Hispanics, according 1o a new study
sponsored by the Depanment of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD).

For Alrican-Amerncans and
Hispanics looking 1o buy a home, dis-
crirmmation is down more than 25%

The study; released in Movember, is
the most ambitious eflon so far to mea-
sure the extern of housing discrimination
in the Lnted States, Conducied by The
Urbsan Insttate, this is the third nation-

wide eflon sponsored by HUD to quant-
By the discrimination faced by minonty
homebuyvers and renters:

Conducted in more than 20 metro-

narkets, the study used a tech-

> catled “paired [esting 10 measure

the level of housing discrimination. In a
paired test, two individuals —one minori-
ty and the oiher white — pose as other-

wise (dentical homeseekers and visit real

E5IALE QT TEntal agenis 1o m re about

the avatlability of advemzed houang
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Whites were consstently Evored over

blacks in 21.6% of the tests. In particular,

whites were more likely (o receive informa-
tion about avanlable units and had more
CppaTTURites t INspect apanments,
Discimination, however, declined
berween 1989 and 2000, The overall inci-
dence of consistent white-favored treatment
dropped by 4 8%, according 1o the study
Hispanic renters now appear Lo
face a higher incidence of discrimination
than Alrican-American renters. Not-
H Ispanic whites were f;:m-_:is[cnrl}'
favored in 29.7% of the tests, Overall,
the discnmination againsi these reniers
remains about the same as 1t was n

logs. M
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